
Walking north brings you to the main Lethbridge 
Northern Irrigation District canal where water rats 
(Muskrats) abound. Theset,elp to keep the canal weed 
free and have been trapped here for years as a local 
industry. 

Water Rat (Muskrat) 

North of the canal is the private area set aside for nesting. 
Follow the canal to where it enters a lake. A long spit 
bongs you out into the water from which the migratory 
flocks can best be seen. Over 200 White Pelicans, 500 
Canada Geese and 300 American Coots have been 
counted here on one day, gathering forthe fall migration. 
This is a major transit station. 

Loon 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE: 

l11is is planned as an ac~ive ongoing development, 
which will open the area for the public's enjoyment.and 
education, while preserving the habitats and wildlife we 
come to see. 

Phase One will concentrate on shelterbelt planting and 
trail making. Phase Two will add signs, observation 
platforms and an interpretive centre. Phase Three will 
develop access along the east shoreline. 

Since this is a new project, no formal records of wildlife 
sightings have been kept. We ask for the cooperation of 
every visitor. Will you please send to the address . 
overleaf, a list of everything you see on your visit. 
This will be a great help to us and you will be sharing 
in preserving a most important wetland. 

Please: 
• Park in the parking place 9y the campsite. 

• Keep to the trails, habitatise.asilydamaged by walking. 

• Dogs must be kept on a leash at all times. It is illegal 
to have free-ranging dogs. 

• Take home nothing except photos, memories and 
litter. 

Please help us in developing our checklist by sending 
details - date, time and place of sightings of birds and 
wildlife to: 

Walk on the Wildside Society 
Box670 
Picture Butte, Alberta 
TOK lVO 

Our thanks are due to the following for their support: 

• Town of Picture Butte 

• Oldman River Regional Planning Commission 

• Lethbridge Northern Irrigation District 

• Picture Butte and District Agricultural Society 

• Richard Strong - Landscape Architect 

• Alberta Recreation and Parks 

• Alberta Lotteries 

·---------------· 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

$ I0.00 per year for families 
$5.00 per year for individuals 

Name: ___________ _ 

Address: ________ __ _ 

Town/City: _ ________ _ 

Postal Code: _ ________ _ 

~ ·------~------· 

Picture Butte 
Walk on the Wildside Society 

Developing and Preserving 
a Wildlife Habitat 



Welcome to Picture Butte Reservoir Lake with 1.6 km 
of walking trails for your outdoor pleasure. 

• 

HOW TO GET THERE: 

TOWN OF 
PICTURE BUTTE 

PICIU<C &Ate Rnervol, 

A wetland paradise, a bird-lover's delight. 

• 

BRIEF HISTORY: 

g _ 
~L 
t1 t'j_ 

The excellent view from the prominence located on the 
southeastern side of town prompted early setllers to call 
it "Picture Butte" . In July of 1947 the Picture Butte Hill, 
for which-Picture Butte was named was no more. This 
historic landmark, from which Indians sent smoke signals 
in the old days was removed. Part of it was used to dyke 
the south shore of the lake. 

By the time the project was completed the hill was 
levelled and what formerly was a dry knoll soon became 
business sites for future development of the town. 

WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT: 

Tbe lake is s,hallow_~itjl reed beds on the west shore, a 
priv~tely-owned nesting area on the northwest shore, a 
shallow shore for·_waders· on the northwest and a 
stoney ban~ for fish\ng,on the east shore. · 

Walking trails skirt the lal(e excep! along the east shore 
where the highw~y intrudes, and along the private 
nesting area. 

If yo, '"m ,i gh> aft,'1ra • i og,hm, p,, k, ,,, will ••" '1· 

along the retaining dam to the east shore where the 
fishi ng is good - I 0-pourffl pike are common. North of 
the irrigation outlet there is a marshy area with a shallow 
shore where waders j oin the ducks. 

A vocet and Heron 

Turning left along the dam brings you to the west shore 
where reed beds join the grass lands and buffalo berry 
bushes were planted in ihe Spring of I 992. This is 
~lackbird country. 

Blackbird 
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